 Genes Offer New Clues in Old Debate on Species’ Origins 

http://www.nytimes.com/2009/02/10/science/10species.html?ref=sciencespecial2&pagewanted=all 
1. What does the article refer to as one of the field’s most active areas of study? And what does the article give as its definition?    

2. How did Mary Jane West-Erberhard describe the study of speciation?  
3. What is one part of the difficulty in studying the origin of species? 

4. Is it easy or difficult to reconstruct events long past?  
5. What does it tell you that spell check didn’t even recognize the word speciation a decade ago? 

6. Describe the so-called speciation genes.  

7. What new gene did Daven Presgraves and his team discover? And what similarity does it have with it’s predecessor? 
8. What is the nuclear pore complex and how does it relate to Presgraves experiment?   

9. What is not clear about speciation genes that make some scientists reluctant to call them so?   

10. Are all the crosses between the plant species a success? 

11. What does the fact that the genes appear to have disease resistance suggest? 

12. What other species see the same affects as the Arabidopsis? 

13. What was Loren Rieseberg’s explanation for why the work with Arabidopsis is important?  

14. What is the single widespread commonality from the study of speciation genes?  

15. Explain the particularly powerful form of selection that Darwin emphasized?  

16. When looking at the sexual selection case mentioned within the article, why did the mating call of the same frog species develop differently in some male frogs? 

17. What is the most common definition of a species? What is this definitions result on the origin of species? 
18. What did David Wakes study lead him to infer? 

19. Summarize the meaning of Darwin’s last words in his book The Origin of Species.   
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